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SUBJECT: GOI FOREIGN MINISTER ON INDO-SOVIET RELATIONS 

1 . THE THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF INDO-SOVIET 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BROUGHT FORTH AN EXCHANGE OF GREETINGS BETWEEN 
SOVIET AND INDIAN OFFICIALS. IN A MESSAGE TO THE INDO-SOVIET 
CULTURAL SOCIETY, APRIL 13, GOI FOREIGN MINISTER A.B. VAJPAYEE 
EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT MUTUAL COOPERATION AND UNDERSTANDING 
WOULD CONTINUE TO FLOURISH. HE SAID THAT THE IDEALS OF SOCIAL 
JUSTICE PROCLAIMED BY THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION HAD "EVOKED THE 
INTEREST OF THE INDIAN PEOPLE FOLLOWING THEIR OWN PATH TO PROGRESS 
AND FREEDOM" (QUOTE IS LANGUAGE OF SAMACHAR WIRE SERVICE). THE 
INDIAN PRESS REPORTED THAT PODGORNY, KOSYGIN, AND GROMYKO SENT 
MESSAGES TO THEIR INDIAN COUNTERPARTS ON THE OCCASION OF THE 
ANNIVERSARY. INDIAN AMBASSADOR GUJRAL'S MOSCOW SPEECH OF APRIL 

14 ASSURING A SOVIET AUIDENCE THAT INDO-SOVIET COOPERATION WOULD 
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CONTINUE WAS ALSO REPORTED. 

2. IN AN INTERVIEW WITH SOVIET TELEVISION TO MARK THE THIR- 
TIETH ANNIVERSARY (REPORTED IN HE DELHI PRESS APRIL 15) 

VAJPAYEE WELCOMED THE VISIT OF THE SOVIET FOREIGN MINISTER, 

EXPECTED HERE ON APRIL 25, SAYING: "IT IS OUR HOPE THAT TALKS 
WITH HIM WILL BE VERY FRUITFUL". 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


VAJPAYEE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE SYSTEMS OF THE TWO COUNTRIES WERE 
DIFFERENT BUT SAID THAT "THE GREAT PRINCIPLE OF CO-EXISTENCE" 

WAS THE BASIS OF THEIR FRIENDSHIP". OUR RELATIONS ARE BASED ON 
EQUALITY, FRIENDLY FEELINGS AND COOPERATION. THE SOVIET UNION AND 
INDIA HAVE WORKED TOGETHER IN INTERNATIONAL FORUMS. BOTH COUN- 
TRIES HAVE RAISED THEIR VOICE AGAINST COLONIALISM, IMPERI- 
ALISM AND RACISM. THE SOVIET UNION AND INDIA WANT THAT THESE 
EVILS, THESE DISTORTIONS, WHICH ARE A BLOT ON THE FACE OF HUMANITY, 
SHOULD DISAPPEAR AND THAT PEOPLES EVERYWHERE SHOULD BE FREE AND 
RACISM ROOTED OUT". 

VAJPAYEE REPEATED WHAT HAD BEEN SAID EARLIER, THAT FOREIGN POLICY 
WAS NOT AN ELECTION ISSUE AND STATED THAT HIS GOVT WOULD DECIDE 
QUESTIONS OF FOREIGN POLICY ON THEIR "MERITS BY STAYING AWAY FROM 
THE POWER BLOCS". 

3. COMMENT: FROM A READING OF THE INDIAN PRESS ONE COULD CONCLUDE 
THAT THE FORTHCOMING GROMYKO VISIT WILL BE A ROUTINE REAFFIRMATION 
OF INDO-SOVIET TIES. WHAT IS APPARENT AT THIS POINT IS THAT THE 
INDIANS ARE TAKING PUBLIC STEPS TO REASSURE THE SOVIETS. THE 
REAL PROBLEMS OF THE RELATIONSHIP ARE BEING CONVENIENTLY OVERLOOKED. 
RHETORIC, HOWEVER, IS ONE THING. THE OUTCOME OF THE GROMYKO 
MEETING LATER THIS MONTH SHOULD AFFORD US A MORE REALISTIC 
PERSPECTIVE OF INDO-SOVIET TIES IN THE FIRST WEEKS OF THE JANATA 
GOVT ERA. 
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